
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY 
BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2011 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Oliver, Chairman, Freddie Banks, Wayne Brown, James McDonald, 
Mark Presley, Jake West, Ex-Officio 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Tim Roberson, Lora Lee Langford, Steven Chambers, Mike Keisling, Jerry 
Fisher, Skip Massey, Mickey McClard, Bobby Joe Lewis, Albert Strawther, Clara Woodmore, 
Rosie Valentine, James Harper, Jane Harper, Mike Crenshaw, Johnnie Rickman, Roberta 
Strawther 
 
Invocation by James McDonald. 
 
 Chairman Oliver called the meeting order and brought the Committee up to date as to 
where we are with the Ward School Preservation Association and that they have been awarded 
their 501-C3 non-profit status.  The first step is to declare the property as surplus.  The next 
issue is how the County can convey the property to the Association.  Will it be by auction or 
priced at a goodwill price?  If sold, it needs restrictions prohibiting public housing and industry. 
Motion by Mark Presley, 2nd by Wayne Brown to declare the property as surplus.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 The Board then began discussion as to how sell the property.  Mark Presley questioned 
whether there were any laws to keep us from selling the property for $1.00.  Mr. Oliver 
answered “no”.  Jake West clarified that the Committee only recommends to the County 
Commission.  Wayne Brown stated that Providence School was sold to a church for $1.00 and 
that a precedent has been set.  Mark Presley stated he would prefer to see the Association 
apply their funds to the operation of their program and renovation of the building-- not toward 
the purchase of the building.  Wayne Brown suggested leasing the building for $1.00 per year.  
Jake West stated he did not recommend that, and that he would rather see a transfer of the 
property completed.  Steve Burrow stated that the majority of the Commission wants to see it 
sold publicly.  Motion by Wayne Brown, 2nd by Freddie Banks to sell Ward School for $1.00.  
Freddie Banks stated that for over 5 years the county had no interest in the building and that it 
was previously offered to the Black churches in the community.  She strongly recommended 
that the Commission follow through with giving it to the Ward School Preservation Association 
so the Association’s funds could be put toward their program.  Mr. Strawther pointed out that 
they had already cleaned the building and without possession they cannot do more.  John 
Oliver commented that the County is already saving $15,000 annually by the Association doing 
what they have.  Freddie Banks stated that when the Commission previously made the decision 
to sell the school at auction, there was no interest by the County, but now we do have an 
interest in it.  James McDonald stated that he hoped the Commission would see this.  The  
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motion on the floor was then put to a vote with 4 in favor of the motion and 1 no vote (S. 
Burrow). 
 
 Mr. Oliver advised all interested people to attend the next Commission meeting.  Mr. 
McDonald reminded everyone that only those who sign in can speak to the issue.  He also 
suggested that one person from each interested group should speak to represent the group.  
Mr. West again mentioned the need for restrictions.  There was discussion among the 
Committee as to whether the County Attorney had already advised them that the building 
would have to be auctioned.  Mr. Oliver stated that if it has to be auctioned, then it would need 
to come back to the Building Committee, and at that time also address restrictions. 
 
 The discussion then moved on to the Cato School property.  Jake West advised the 
Committee that it states in the deed that this building must be sold at public auction.  He also 
stated that the Board of Education will possibly need to act on this.  John Oliver asked for 
comments from those representing Dixon Creek Missionary Baptist Church.  Barry Jenkins 
stated that the Church has an interest in the school property, but cannot spend a lot of money 
on it.  If it goes at auction, the Church will bid on it.  Motion by Steve Burrow, 2nd by James 
McDonald to send this to the School Board for a recommendation on the disposition of this 
property.  Motion carried. 
 
 John Oliver then moved the discussion to the Co-op building and stated that the roof 
has a small leak.  He then asked Mr. West to look into getting it repaired.  Wayne Brown 
suggested we look into selling it as well.  Mark Presley stated he did not see spending money on 
the building and that he thought we should sell it.  Mr. West stated that this was not on the 
agenda and there would have to be more research.  Steve Burrow stated that we need a 
legitimate reason to either keep it or sell it.  Mr. Oliver stated that even so, it needs to be 
maintained at the current level of repair.   
 
 John Oliver then asked for an update on the street project beside the courthouse.  Jake 
West stated that the sidewalk and the paving will be done when the weather breaks.  There will 
also be a need for an additional handicap access at both ends of the parking area.  Mr. West 
then gave an update on the warehouse project stating that the contractor had until January 
16th to complete it, but we can extend the contract if needed.  The project is moving along 
well, all things considered. 
 
 Tim Roberson asked that a contingency plan be in place in case there is a legal problem 
with Ward School (concerning whether to sell for $1.00 or at auction).  Mr. West stated that we 
will have more answers by the next County Commission meeting.  Steve Burrow added that this 
could be brought to a vote at the Commission meeting if necessary. 
 
 Motion to adjourn – Wayne Brown. 



 
 
  
  


